
	

 

 
 

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 
 

Daily pill to prevent HIV infection 
New treatment brings fresh hope for high-risk groups 
  
PORT OF SPAIN, Trinidad and Tobago—A new medical treatment option has been 
developed to prevent the spread of human immunodeficiency virus, or HIV, among high-
risk groups. 
 
The treatment involves a daily antiretroviral pill1 that interferes with the earliest stages of 
the virus’ life cycle and stops its ability to replicate. People who are HIV-negative but are 
at high risk of infection are now using it as a preventive measure. The preventive option 
is referred to as pre-exposure prophylaxis, or PrEP. 
 
PrEP is being described as a game changer in the fight against HIV. The World Health 
Organization is recommending that PrEP be added to the list of tools for HIV prevention, 
as the treatment has been shown to reduce the risk of HIV infection among high-risk 
groups by up to 92 percent. 
 
But some social and cultural realities could delay the use of PrEP, particularly among 
marginalized groups such as sex workers, gay, bi-sexual, transgender people, people 
who use drugs and adolescents. Around the world, many community-based 
organisations are taking up the challenge to help increase access to PrEP for people 
who want it. 
 
A global HIV treatment advocacy organization called the International Treatment 
Preparedness Coalition (ITPC) is supporting this worldwide movement by bringing 
stakeholders together to identify solutions. 
 
In May, ITPC will lead a consultative process involving community-based organisations, 
governments and technical expert groups, in order to develop a global policy brief and 
an activist toolkit on PrEP.  ITPC will also conduct hands-on treatment education 
training using the toolkit in select countries around the world, including the Dominican 
Republic in the Caribbean. 
 
The ITPC initiative is supported by the United States President’s Emergency Plan for 
AIDS Relief (PEPFAR) through the United States Agency for International 
Development’s (USAID) project Linkages across the Continuum of HIV Services for Key 
Populations Affected by HIV (LINKAGES), and the M•A•C AIDS Fund.  
																																																								
1	this	once-daily	pill	is	a	combination	of	two	antiretrovirals	called	tenofovir	and	emtricitabine	



	

 

	
 
 
 
About ITPC 
The International Treatment Preparedness Coalition (ITPC) is a worldwide coalition of 
people living with HIV and community advocates working to achieve universal access to 
optional HIV treatment of those in need. Formed in 2003 by a group of 125 HIV activists 
from 65 countries at a meeting in Cape Town, South Africa, ITPC actively advocates for 
treatment access in eight regions across the globe. ITPC believes that the fight for HIV 
treatment remains one of the most significant global social justice issues. 
 

Contacts 
Trisa Taro, Program Impact Manager 
International Treatment Preparedness Coalition 
ttaro@itpcglobal.com  
+1 909 720 0324 
 
 
Solange Baptiste, Executive Director 
International Treatment Preparedness Coalition  
sbaptiste@itpcglobal.com  
+1 617 470 1573 
 
 
Website www.itpcglobal.com  
Facebook www.facebook.com/itpcglobal  
Twitter www.twitter.com/itpcglobal  
YouTube https://www.youtube.com/channel/itpcglobal 
Annual Report http://www.itpcannualreport.org 
 
 
 

Solange L. Baptiste, Executive Director  
Solange Baptiste is the International Treatment Preparedness 
Coalition (ITPC) Executive Director. Born in Trinidad, she now 
leads treatment advocates across the globe to enable people in 
need to access optimal and affordable HIV treatment. Before 
joining ITPC, she worked at John Snow Inc. on USAID/PEPFAR 
health and development, bilateral and multi-county projects 
across Africa and Asia. She also spent time working on maternal 
and infant health issues in Ukraine, and worked in Pakistan, 

Tanzania, South Africa, and her native Trinidad. Solange is committed to ensuring that 
the voice of affected communities contributes to and influences the decisions and 



	

 

policies that affect their lives.  
 
 
 
 
 

Wame Mosime, Director of Global Programs 
Wame Mosime is the International Treatment Preparedness 
Coalition (ITPC) Director of Global Programs and Advocacy. 
Based in Gaborone, Botswana, she oversees and leads all of 
ITPC’s programs. Together with ITPC’s global program staff, 
Wame develops advocacy strategies for communities of people 
living with HIV across the globe. Prior to joining ITPC, she led 
HIV projects funded by USAID / PEPFAR, DFID and EU, and 
has worked on health-related programming from Africa, Central 
Asia, Latin America and the Caribbean. She served as a key 
program manager for the International HIV/AIDS Alliance in the 

Caribbean, based in Trinidad and Tobago for several years.  
 
 
 
 

Bactrin Killingo, Treatment Education Lead 
Bactrin Killingo is the International Treatment Preparedness 
(ITPC) Treatment Education Lead. A medical doctor by 
training, he has been involved in community HIV treatment 
education and advocacy for the past 10 years. As a palliative 
care practitioner, Dr. Killingo worked with resource-poor 
communities facing insurmountable challenges regarding 
access to essential HIV medicines and mobilized communities 
to advocate for increased access to HIV-related services. In 
addition, he has been instrumental in empowering communities 
with the knowledge and skills needed to mobilize resources 
and take charge not only of the small projects they run but also 
of their own health.  

 
 
 
 
 

 
Trisa Taro, Program Impact Manager  
Trisa Taro is the International Treatment Preparedness 
Coalition (ITPC) Program Impact Manager. Based in New York, 
USA, she leads the organization’s advocacy for universal HIV 
treatment access through branding, storytelling, and 



	

 

documentation of models and success stories. Prior to this post, she worked in the 
international development field with organizations such as the Uganda Village Project, 
Operation Smile, International Medical Corps and the World Health Organization, 
having first graduated from Columbia University College of Physicians and Surgeons’ 
Institute of Human Nutrition and the University of Southern California’s Master of Public 
Health Program.  

 

 

 

About LINKAGES 
The Linkages across the Continuum of HIV Services for Key Populations Affected by 
HIV (LINKAGES) is a five-year cooperative agreement funded by the U.S. President’s 
Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief (PEPFAR), through the U.S. Agency for International 
Development (USAID). LINKAGES is the largest global project dedicated to key 
populations. The project is led by FHI 360 in partnership with IntraHealth International, 
Pact, and the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. LINKAGES works to 
accelerate the ability of governments, organizations, and private-sector providers to 
plan and implement services that reduce HIV transmission among key populations.  
 

Dr. Christopher Akolo, currently the Deputy Director 
Technical for the PEPFAR/USAID-funded global HIV program 
targeting key populations (LINKAGES), has over 22 years of 
clinical experience including over 15 years’ experience with 
implementation of HIV prevention, care, and treatment 
programs in resource limited settings and provision of HIV 
services to key populations, especially men who have sex 
with men and female sex workers. Over the past 12 years, he 
has supported the U.K. Medical Research Council’s HIV 
research program in The Gambia, worked with the HIV/STD 
program of St. Mary’s Hospital, Paddington, London, served 

as the Technical Advisor clinical mentoring and medical education with the Institute of 
Human Virology (IHV) at the University of Maryland Baltimore, and was part of the team 
that developed the current WHO guidelines on isoniazid preventive therapy.  
 
 



	

 

Njambi Njuguna is a medical doctor working as a senior 
technical advisor (clinical services) for the LINKAGES program 
in Kenya, a USAID- and PEPFAR-funded program providing 
linkages across the continuum of HIV services for key 
populations affected by HIV. Dr Njuguna has over 7 years’ 
experience in the field of HIV and has worked on several multi-
site, multi-country phase III HIV prevention clinical trials and 
PrEP demonstration projects within Kenya.  Her main interests 
lie in HIV prevention and care among key populations, 
adolescents, young women, and HIV serodiscordant couples.  

 
 


